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Synopsis

In 1839, there was a rebellion on the slave ship Amistad. In a bloody struggle, the African captives
aboard rebelled against their kidnappers and declared mutiny. While trying to sail the ship home, the
Africans accidentally ended up in New York. They were later imprisoned and put on trial for murder.
Award-winning author Walter Dean Myers’s probing look at this triumph over indignity and injustice
shows the events’ effect on the country America has become. "With characteristic scholarship,
clarity, insight, and compassion, Myers presents readers with the facts and the moral and historical

significance of the Amistad episode." (School Library Journal)
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Customer Reviews

Myers, Walter Dean (1998) Amistad: A Long Road to Freedom. New York: Dutton Children’s Books
and DreamWorks. 99pgs. ISBN: 0-525-45970-7. Chapter and Picture Book. Primary Topics:
Slavery, Abolitionism, US Political, Legal History; Ethnicity, Morality, Diversity. Young Adult -- Grade
5-9.This book is a marvelously drawn narrative history of the Amistad saga that begins with a
contextual portrait of the Atlantic slave trade which was by 1808 illegal, though still widely practiced
as this case shows. Myers traces the dramatic journey of Sengbe, a rice farmer in Mani and the
future leader of the ship-board revolt from his capture by other Africans and sale to a Spanish

slave-trader to the horrible Middle Passage to Cuba and the eventual landing on Long Island and



capture by US Navy personal. It is in New London and New Haven, Connecticut that this case
begins a near three-year legal, moral, and political conflict that touched the United States profoundly
at the time and for years afterwards. Myers describes and analyzes in minute yet engrossing detalil
the legal battle waged between the forces of slavery and the forces of abolition in this country while
never losing sight of the fascinating personalities involved. Using historic maps, engravings, and
photographs, and displaying some painstaking research into primary sources (without source
notes), Myers makes the case come alive and provides an engaging companion work to Spielberg’s
motion picture (DreamWorks owns part of the copyright), going beyond the time scope of the movie
to follow many of the characters after their victorious Supreme Court case to an abolitionist
community in Connecticut and eventually home to Africa. One of Africans even returned again to

America to attend college!
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